Science Exploratory Syllabus
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Mrs. Lafrate’s Class
Rm. 112
Welcome to Science Exploratory!  In this class we will focus on STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.  We will be completing many projects relating to STEM this quarter.  
Required Materials-
Failure to bring required materials** to class every day will result in a lower work habits grade for the quarter.   
· Two pocket folder
· **Pencil s & pens & eraser (if using mechanical pencils, lead refills, too!)
· Loose leaf paper for note taking
If you are unable to provide any of the materials listed, please contact me, I have “previously owned” items available for students.   

Classroom Norms/Working Agreement
During the first quarter, students will develop an agreement for working in the classroom productively.   Once the agreement has been determined, students are expected to follow it each and every day.  

Student Rights and Obligations

Your Rights:
· You have the right to make a contribution to an attentive, responsive audience.

· You have the right to ask questions. 

· You have the right to be treated civilly.

· You have the right to have your ideas discussed, not you. 

Your Obligations:

· You obligated to speak loudly enough for others to hear.

· You are obligated to listen for understanding.

· You are obligated to give evidence for your ideas. 

· You are obligated to agree or disagree (respectfully) and explain why in response to other people’s ideas.  

· You are obligated to ask questions when you are confused or you can’t hear. 
Classroom Cell Phone Policy 
Students must leave their phones in their locker from first bell of the day to the last bell of the day.  If a student is found in possession of his/her phone in my classroom, or surrounding hallway, the school cell phone policy will be strictly enforced.  In my classroom, this also applies to I-Pods.  On occasion, we allow students to use cell phones in the classroom for research, review games, etc.  If this arises, students will come to class without the cell phone.  They will retrieve them out of lockers as a class.  

Discipline Plan
1st offense:  Students will receive a written warning which they must sign. 
2nd offense:  Phone call made to the parents/guardians.  If they cannot be reached an email will be sent. 

3rd offense+:  Student will receive after school or morning detention. Detention notice MUST be signed by a parent.  Student will also be placed on a Step pursuant to our School Wide Discipline Plan.

. 
Work Habits

Students earn an MS, AS, or CA for work habits on their report cards.  The work habits rating will be based on timely submission of assignments, following our working agreement, class preparedness, and class participation.
Grading

Grading is based on total points. Students will receive 5 participation points each day.  In order to earn a point, students must actively engage in class that day by contributing to class discussion and working with classmates.  Students will be graded on individual assignments, as well as group projects. 
Homework

There is no homework in this class.  This is a project based class so attendance is crucial.   Students who are absent during the week, must make arrangement with another student to collect notes that they missed.  Fridays may also be used to make up any missed work.   Students who habitually fail to turn in their work or collaborate on projects can expect consequences, such as meeting with parents and counselor or detention.  
Plagiarism/Cheating
There will be academic consequences and disciplinary action for any student who plagiarizes on a writing assignment or participates in any form of cheating. Although students are working together on class projects, reflections and answers to questions must be their own and cannot duplicate another classmate’s response.   This is also stated in our Secondary Student Code of Conduct (page 25).  
Absences

Since all of our work is done in class, students who are absent will miss valuable instruction and learning opportunities.  Absences are inevitable due to illness, family emergencies, etc., but based on the structure of the classroom I strongly encourage consistent attendance in class.  According to the Student Code of Conduct, a student has the same number of days to make up assignments as he/she was absent.  It is the student’s responsibility to check the weekly agenda board and the “absent work” files to see what they missed during their absence.   It is in the best interest of the student to make up the work as soon as possible.  Students will be expected to complete ongoing assignments while completing their absent work.    If there are extenuating circumstances, such as prolonged illness, death in the family, etc, please contact me and arrangements can be made.   If a student is engaged in a group project, it is the student’s responsibility to complete their portion outside of class to make up for their absence.  If student is absent for more than 25% of work days on a project, they must complete the project independently.  
Be on Time!!!

It is expected that students arrive to class on time and are in their seats ready to work when the bell rings.  Students who are tardy (with or without a pass) will sign the log sheet.   After the second tardy, students will receive an after school detention for each additional tardy.  4 tardies will result in an “N” for citizenship for the quarter and the principal and counselors will also be notified.   

Hall Passes

Students are encouraged to use the restroom during passing time and at lunch so they do not miss classroom instruction.  Students will be asked to refrain from using the restroom the first and last 10 minutes of the class period.  
Food in the Classroom
There is no food allowed during class time. If your student needs accommodations regarding this policy, please contact me.  Students are only allowed clear water in a closed container in the classroom.  WATER ONLY!!   There is NO GUM allowed in the classroom.  This will be strictly enforced and failure to follow this policy will result in possible disciplinary action.    
Contact information:
Shannon Lafrate

Email: slafrate@cvs.k12.mi.us
Website: mrslafrate.weebly.com

Phone: 586-723-3812

Prep:  12:44-1:43

THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY BLANK

STUDENT’S LAST NAME_________________________________________
HOUR _____

RETURN THIS PAGE TO MRS. LAFRATE ON OR BEFORE February 2nd. 
I,____________________________________ (student name), along with my parent(s), have read and fully understand the terms of the policies outlined above for Mrs. Lafrate’s 8th Grade Science Exploratory class.


Student Signature_________________________________________ Hour______
Parent Signature__________________________________________Date_________________
Parent e-mail address ___________________________________________________

Parent phone number __________________________________________________
Parents:  Please initial below if applicable.  

My student will NOT have internet access at home. 

